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John Forrest Heritage Trail (return)
Distance: 10.2km or 2 hours 15mins
Grade: 3
Location: 26km east of Perth in John Forrest National Park.
Directions: 40mins from Perth via Great Eastern Hwy and Brooking Rd if starting on Victoria Rd.
Description: Scenic, easy walk through the National Park, along the route of the old eastern 
railway line, with views of the National Park Falls and pool.
National Park: John Forrest National Park.
On–site Info: Trailhead signs (both ends) and interpretive plaques. 
Fee: Entry fee to National Park for vehicles.
Maps or Guidebooks: John Forrest National Park brochure available from CALM; John Forrest 
National Park; Perth Hills District offi ce, Mundaring Weir Rd, Mundaring; or State Headquarters, 
17 Dick Perry Ave, Kensington; or visit www.naturebase.net.

TRAIL NOTES:
S Hovea Station campsite, off Victoria Rd (no off street parking). Eight large palms mark the site of Hovea Station. The 

station was the fi rst siding where visitors could alight from the train. A crossing loop was built in 1912 as a place for 
loading timber.

 A pair of old railway bridges for two-way traffi c lie about 600m from Hovea Station, a second pair of bridges is a further 200m 
along the trail. 

a Hovea Falls is named after the holly-leafed hovea (Hovea chorizemifolia), when in season can be seen in the vicinity.
 Deep Creek Bridge, although it is now fi lled beneath, the original bridge remains and you can still see the timbers. At 125.7m 

this was the longest trestle bridge constructed on this line.
 The main picnic area of John Forrest National Park is adjacent to the Jane Brook, below the walkway. Sustenance workers 

constructed the steps, garden walls and footpaths during the Great Depression of the 1930’s.
b Once past the picnic area, you walk across the Jane Brook Bridge. The original structure was built on this site in 1895. In 1928 

the structure was changed to steel and concrete to cater for heavier loads.
c Once across the bridge you will see the foundations of the original National Park Station, which was built for park visitors in 

1936 as an alternative stop to Hovea Station.
 Continuing along the trail you come to the National Park Falls. Jane Brook drops 25m over massive granite rocks, which 

outcrop from the ancient bedrock of the Darling Scarp.
 On 30 June 1896, a goods and passenger train bound for Northam set down passengers at Lion Mill, 13.5km up the line from 

here. A coupling broke soon afterwards and 22 of its 24 carriages started rolling towards Perth. They crashed near the base of 
the falls killing eight horses and one person.

 Continuing west from this site you will fi nd excellent views across the valley to the Swan Coastal Plain.
d A short distance on is the Old Railway Tunnel. This tunnel, completed in 1895, is 240m long and is the only major railway 

tunnel in WA. You may walk through the tunnel or skirt around the outside.
e Once through the tunnel you will come across the site of the main campsite that housed the railway construction team in tents, 

followed by the end of the walk at Pechey Rd. Arrange to be collected here or return along the same route to Victoria Rd.
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MUST SEE AND DO The National Park Falls are at their best during and after winter rains, between July 
and September. Click on ‘Nature Based’ at www.perthtourism.com.au.
. 


